Amended & Adopted 10/14/14

Amended 10/14/14


Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Redman, Yarborough, Lumb, Gaffney, Gulliford, Schellenberg, Joost, Carter, Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Holt, Lee and Love and amended on the Floor of Council: 

RESOLUTION 2014-658-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING THE JACKSONVILLE SUNS ON WINNING THE 2014 SOUTHERN LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, on September 12, 2014 the Jacksonville Suns defeated the Chattanooga Lookouts by a score of 6-1 on Bragan Field at the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville to complete a three-game sweep of the Lookouts and secure the Southern League championship; and


WHEREAS, with the win, the Suns earned their sixth league championship in franchise history, and the first since 2010; and


WHEREAS, the Suns, who finished the season with an overall record of 81-59, made the playoffs by virtue of winning the second half title with a stellar record of 45-25 after finishing only 36-34 in the season’s first half; and 


WHEREAS, in a tense duel down the stretch with the Mobile Bay Bears and Mississippi Braves for the second half crown, the Suns won the last 10 games of the regular season to overtake the Bay Bears and finish one game ahead of the Braves, then eliminated Mobile in four games in the first round of the playoffs before sweeping the Northern Division Champion Lookouts in 3 games; and


WHEREAS, led by fourth year manager Andy Barkett and Miami Marlins Minor League Player of the Year J.T. Realmuto and Minor League Pitcher of the Year and Southern League Most Outstanding Pitcher Justin Nicolino, the Suns rode a very strong pitching staff, good defense and timely hitting to their third Southern League championship since becoming a Miami Marlins affiliate in 2009; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates the Jacksonville Suns, Manager Andy Barkett, Southern League General Manager of the Year Jimmy Bragan, Team President Peter Bragan, Jr., and the entire roster, staff and Suns organization on their latest Southern League championship and another outstanding year of exciting, family-friendly baseball in Jacksonville. The Suns’ contribution to Jacksonville’s quality of life and downtown revitalization cannot be overstated, and the City is extremely proud of this venerable baseball franchise.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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